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The Minister for Social Justice and Local Govern-]2 2 4% 5 6

ment, Dr Brian Gibbons, saw at first hand how
young people are being taught about the dangers of substance misuse. The
Minister dropped in on a lesson at Llangatwg, delivered by the School Liai-
son Officer PC Mark Harris, as part of the All Wales Schools Liaison Core
Programme. The lesson concentrated on helping pupils understand the dan-
gers of misusing drugs, alcohol and other substances and equip them with
the skills they need to stay safe. The lesson contained accurate and hard-
hitting information on the effect that substance misuse can have on peoples’
lives. Dr Gibbons was impressed at the level of knowledge the young people

had regarding these issues and the maturity they showed in their discussions with PC Harris. The schools Liaison pro-

gramme has been very successful at Llangatwg over a number of years and PC Harris has become a valued member of

the school community, helping young people make the right choices.

St David's Day celebrations at Llangatwg had an added ingredient

this year in the form of Neath MP Mr Peter Hain. Mr Hain spent a few

hours watching the Year 7 and 8 pupils compete in a number of mu-

sical and dance items in this year’s Eisteddfod. The pupils had really

taken up the challenge of making this an event to remember - with

pupils wearing house colours and taking a really enthusiastic role in

supporting the competitors. The atmosphere was superb and the

proceedings were professionally compered by Mrs. Clancy. Overall

winners were llityd (Red) with the other houses following closely be-

hind. Well done to the Welsh Department and everyone who helped

make the day a very enjoyable one.
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The Newsletter is always looking for news items f you have any news, or have done any activity (school *
or elsewhere) please let us know!! Tell your Form &acher, or Head of Year and they will pass it on tos.




Neath MP Mr Peter Hain

visited Llangatwg just be-

fore Christmas to help

Year 11 pupils with their

global citizenship project.

They invited Mr Hain to

a meeting of the School

Council in order to draw

on his first hand experi-

ence of living in South

Africa.

Mr Hain also presented

each member of the

Catering team with

their City & Guilds

Certificate and pre-

sented Catering Manag-

eress, Mrs Carol

Hughes, with a Food

Hygiene Silver Award,

which recognises the

success of the catering

team in meeting national standards in Food Hygiene,

Cleanliness, Training and Hazard Analysis.

Mr Hain also managed to fit in a visit to Georgiar §les Playgroup and was
impressed with the facilities and equipment thaehaeen provided. He alg
praised the standard of care available to the iilcHis tour of the school
ended with a look at the refurbished Health & Fmesuite and to chat with
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CBLC Certificate in Business Language Com-
petence.

Pupils doing Leisure and Tourism GCSE in Years
10 and 11 have been working towards a qualifica-
tion in French Business language to complement
their studies in Leisure and Tourism. Nearly all
pupils in Year 11 have passed the first three ele-
ments of the course and they have agreed to
come in after their GCSE examinations finish to
complete the remaining element in order to gain
the full qualification (such dedication!). Pupils in
Year 10 are half way through the course and
again, the majority have been successful in the
elements they have done so far. This qualification
gives our pupils the edge when it comes to col-
lege and job applications, especially as we are
one of only three schools in the area who are of-
fering this opportunity. More and more local em-
ployers are realizing that the lack of foreign lan-
guage skills amongst their workforce is resulting
in the loss of valuable business with foreign cli-
ents (many of whom will only do business in their
mother tongue!), so in the current economic cli-
mate companies are eager to employ staff who
have the skills needed to help them facilitate links
with companies in other European countries.
Therefore we look forward to hearing of how for-

some of the students who were ‘busy’ exercising.

Richard Branson and Sir Alan Sugar had to start som ewhere.
So...... Llangatwg Community School is where some Year 9
pupils took up the challenge to become Young Entrepreneurs .
And boy didn't they do well! Three teams set up their businesses
and began trading their wares. The groups were very enthusias-
tic and during their “Board Meetings”, came up with some really
interesting ideas ranging from Event Organizing, Personalised
Printing and also, Stationery Supplies (at bargain prices).

The Event Organizers (Abbi Devlin, Joe Evans, Liam Rosser,
Elise Evans and Liam Bufton) were soon putting their ideas into
practice as they organized a very successful Halloween Disco for
Year 7 pupils. Such was the enthusiasm of both the organizers
and pupils that they planned another event before the term
ended. (Many thanks to Year 11 pupil Jamie Daniels (JD Disco)
who expertly kept the children dancing with his superb musical
selections). Printce and Printcess , our Personalized Printing
team (Sarah Wells, Ellie Jervis, Elizabeth Martin, Daniel Watkins
and John Hale) kept busy keeping up with demand for their per-
sonalized calendars, mugs, key rings, fridge magnets and mirrors
during their visits to our local Primary schools’ Christmas Fayres.
Our “Pens R Us” team (Adam Mahoney, Shane Collins, Jordan
Griffiths, Mollie Steers and Jordan Mogford) also took part in the
Christmas Fayres to sell their very competitively priced products.
The enthusiasm of all pupils concerned was very encouraging
indeed and hopefully had an insight into how much hard work and
commitment is needed to run a business successfully.

The teams were entered into a regional competition run by Ca-
reers Wales and two teams emerged as regional winners, allow-
ing them to compete at National level, at a prestigious event held
at The Eden Project in Cornwall. Although they didn't win, they
were highly commended for their ideas and business skills.
(When you are rich and famous, please remember that it was at
Mrs Morgan's DRAGON’s DEN where it all started!!!!).

(No need to call yourself a Dragon Mrs Morgan!!)

eign language skills will improve our pupils’
chances of gaining employment and no doubt
starting on a higher salary! We wish all the Year
11 students “Bonne Chance” as they leave Llan-
gatwg to continue their studies!

The sen-

ior pre-

fects at-

tended the

Mayoral

Citizen-

ship Con-

ferenceat

the Prin-

cess

Royal

Theatre, Port Talbot. This year the conferencetae the
topic of global citizenship. The students watchgutaduc-
tion by a theatre group from Rwanda, based on theieri-
ences during the civil war in the 1990’s. The sepierfects
had the opportunity to ask pertinent guestionfhiénMay-
oral conference chamber.

140 pupils in Year 10
spent two weeks out on
work experience
placements with a vari-
ety of local, regional
and national employers.
This has been a very
valuable experience
and has allowed many
of the pupils with a snapshot of possible future ca-
reers. They have also experienced an afternoon of be-
ing business tycoons. As part of the Going For Profit
programme the students had to establish a Pizza busi-
ness and apply their enthusiasm and effort into build-
ing a successful empire and generating a huge profit.
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Real Radio Last School Choir Standinghe School
choir entered the competition and were successful i

/ !
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reaching the last five school choirs that were ehdsy

another successful Welsh choir Only Men Aloud. E4ch
choir had their song played on the radio everydualy a
the general public had to vote for their favouditmir.
Unfortunately, our choir did not win,

but to reach the final stage was a tre-

mendous effort - well done everyone!

Ski Course to Fiesch Switzerland December 2004
The ski course during December was a great sudeess
spite getting off to a shaky start when Mr. Owehhés
passport behind! Oh Mr Owen — it must be old adee T
group stayed in a sports complex used by the S@fgs-
pic athletes and for most of the week we were titg o
people there. Facilities were outstanding.

On the slopes, snow conditions were excellent kmiibiN-
ity was difficult because of low cloud and thererevene
or two incidents of people becoming separated friogir
instructors. However, there were no mishaps andyeve
was re-united eventually. The best skier of thekweas
Sean Roche and the most improved was Jordan Poeth
Next December we are hoping to take a group to Baas
which is a brilliant ski area in Switzerland, wélglacier.
It is a very pretty town with an ice rink & swimngmool.
There are still places available, for anyone irstae in
trying an exciting sport and visiting a wonderfupe
resort. See Mr Owen for more information.
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It's been a really busy year for the music depantrrigliss Folkes
and Mr Manley. Earlier in the year pupils took para lot of activi-
ties and were kept really busy. Some took parhéiNeath Port
Talbot Road SafetyWorkshop - making a CD of songs. Having
performed at the 2007 Christmas Light Switch ON@ath the
school was asked to take part again.

The School Chamber Choirsung a short programme taken from|

their Christmas Repertoire during the visit of Ne&tP Mr Peter

Hain. They were also asked to sing atRmary Club Concert at

the Castle Ruins in Neath organised by Neath Ratab.

The choir was alsasked to participate in tt@ancer Challenges

Annual Christmas Concert St David's Church, Neath

Llangatwg held it<Christmas Carol Concertin the Main Hall and
it was pleas-
ing to see so
many people
who had
come along
to joinin the
festive sing-
ing. Toend
a very busy
period, the
choir per-

formed at thd
OAP’s Christmas Dinnerand helped to provide an enjoyable aft

noon for all. A solo performance on the SaxophawkFRlute by

“Le Grand défi” language competition

30 pupils inyear 7 signed up to be part of “Le Grand
défi” (The big challenge) French language competi-
tionin May. Pupils had to complete a 30-minute
multiple-choice style test to test their knowledge of
the French language and culture. There were over
2,500 participants from Year 7 classes all over the
UK. Some of the questions were extremely chal-
lenging, even Madame Stewart and Madame Bal-
lantine were struggling to find some of the answers!!
Nevertheless, all of the pupils who took part threw
themselves into it and managed to score some ex-
cellent marks. All the pupils who took part were re-
warded with a certificate and some stationary to use
in their French lessons and the top six scorers for
the school... Nathan Griffiths, Jack Pavett, Jack
Davies, Shannon Davies, Rhiannon Davies and
Shauna Bodman were also awarded with French
dictionaries to help them with their French work. A
big “Bravo” to all the pupils who were brave enough
to take part and of course to the top prizewinners.

Rory Gibson and Sophie Rowlands showed the talertave in
Llangatwg.
Then they were gearing up for the musical extranagaf the
year - High School Musical! What a show, what & easl what a
performance everyone gave - absolutely brillightSummer
Serenade followed soon after, filled with a wealttalent, won-
derful songs and music. Finally, to rest tired esicthey're all off
to the Black Forest in Germany for a sing song!

No Yodelling please!
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Once again our year 11 GC$Bod Technologypupils were
privileged to visit the Welsh Hills Bakery at Hirwa near Aber-
dare. Mr. Jason Evans the Production Manager davpupils a
guided tour of this family run business, which spgres in pro-
ducing a wide range of cakes and bis-

cuits for major retail stores throughout

the U.K. The pupils witnessed the

batch production from start to finish of

a number of these products and were

more than delighted with the samples

that they were kindly given to take

home. They all agreed it had a wonder-

ful visit and they learnt a lot fromit.
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It looks as if 2009 has been a year for the girlst o hit the headlines and show off their talents. Her e are four of
our talented young sports stars.

Kayleigh Silva—Aerobic Gymnastics

It is always a proud achievement to represent your country. It is a greater achievement to be picked to represent the
whole of Great Britain. This is exactly what Kayleigh Silva of Year 8 has done. Not only is she Welsh champion,
Kayleigh was recently selected to represent GB at the 2009 Aerobic Gymnastics French Open at Chambrey, France.
Kayleigh has put in a tremendous amount of time and effort into her Aerobic Gymnastics and it has certainly paid off.
We all would like to wish Kayleigh every success in each of her competitions and we're sure that she will certainly be
a name to look out for in the future.

Kirsty O’Donnell—Football

Kirsty has been showing off her talents as a gifted footballer for a number of seasons. We would like to congratulate
Kirsty on her selection, once again, for the Wales Clubs for Young People team where she will be taking part in a
number of competitions and matches. Well done Kirsty, make sure you score plenty of goals!

Aimee Moran—Badminton

Congratulations to Aimee Moran of Year 9 who has been hitting high standards in the world of Badminton. Aimee has
put in a lot of hard work and effort during the year having attended an international training camp at the Olympic Sta-
dium in Barcelona and training with the national team in Singapore. Her hard work paid off as Aimee won the ul7’s
girls singles at the Catalunya Open in Spain, beating the Spanish number 1 on her own turf and then teaming up with
a Spanish player to win the mixed doubles title. Well-done Aimee!

Chloe Mastaglio—Rugby

Chloe has been developing into a talented and committed rugby player. She recently won the Most Promising Player
Award for the Ospreys and will be having trials for Wales under 20's towards the end of the summer holidays. Not
bad for a 15 year old. Good luck Chloe.

In April, 31 pupils from year 7
visited Barton Hall on the

South Devon coast to take ad-
vantage of PGL's leisure facil-
ity. The youngsters took part in
the numerous activities on of-
fer, trying out some new ad-
ventures, such as canoeing, tra-
peze, raft building & quad bik-
ing activities which Llangatwg pupils didn't expgeEmnce on their previous visit in 2007. Check outali¢he Barton
Hall photos on the sports section of the scho@w website.

PRIMARY SPORTS DAY

This year’s Primary sports day had a
)4 4 slightly different twist to it. There was
plenty of competition going on, but not
amongst the schools, just the pupils.
They all took part in taster sessions to

7 8 3* develop skills in Javelin, Shot Putting,
Long Jump and even Nordic Walking.
9 They were all competing to see who
2 -4 4 could produce their personal best times

and distances in the different events.
And all this in glorious sunshine!




